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This paper exam ines the ro le of culture in shaping percept ions,  
defi n it ions ,  and interpretat ions Mexican American a n d  Anglo 
American women hold of domestic abuse.  Two theoretical v i ews 
conce r n i n g  p e rcept ions that M exican A m e ricans may h o l d  of 
domestic abuse a re d iscussed . The f i rst v i ew s uggests that 
M e x i c a n  A m e r i c a n  w o m e n  fo l l ow a p l u ra l i st m o d e l  a n d  
t h e refore d i ffe r s i g n if icantly i n  t h e i r  p e rcepti o n s  o f  domestic 
abuse from A n g l o  American women. The second posit i o n  
h o l ds t h a t  M exican American wo m e n  a re q u ickly becom i n g  
ass i m i l ated into the American mainstream a n d  consequent ly  
share att i tudes toward domest ic abuse s i m i l a r  to t h ose of 
A n g l o  A m e ri c a n  wo m e n .  Interv i ews we re c o n d ucted with 
wo m e n  l i v i n g  i n  shel ters for battered wo m e n  i n  1986. The 
f i n d i ngs s u ggest that  for Mexican Amer ican wo m e n ,  c u l t u ral  
p lural ism,  rather than assimi lat ion ,  may be the norm i n  under­
standing their perceptions of domestic abuse. 
W. I .  Tho mas f i rst i nt roduced t h e  concept " d ef i n i t i o n  of  the  
s ituat i o n "  i n  h i s  book  The Unadjusted Girl. 1 Th is  concept is i mportant 
because it suggests that stimu l i  have no f ixed qua l ity, and always i nvo lve 
i nterpretat ion .  Events that seem to have object if ied mean i ng s do not 
ex ist  in rea l i ty because they are always subject to sh ift i ng def in it ions 
and i nterpretat ions.2 I n  other  words ,  the mean ings attached to st i m u l i  a re 
a lways s oc i a l l y  d e r ived th rou g h soc ia l  i nt e ract io n ,  rather than inherent 
in the stimul i  themselves . 
Th is  paper exp lo res the ro le of c u ltu re i n  shap i ng percept ions 
( i . e . , def i n it ions and i nterpretat ions)  M ex i c a n  A m e r i c a n  and A n g l o  
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A m e r i c a n  w o m e n  h o l d  towa rd d o m e s t i c  a b u s e .  D o m e s t i c  a b u s e  
of  wo m e n  o c c u rs i n  fa m i lies o f  a l l  et h n i c ,  racia l ,  economic ,  re l i g ious ,  
and educational  backgrounds.3 However, there is  a dearth of i nfo rmat i o n  
compar i n g  p e rcept i ons  o f  domest ic  abuse  amo n g  eth n i c  g ro u p s .  
Researc h  o n  d o mest ic  a b u s e  h a s  for  the  m o s t  pa rt focused pr imar i ly  
o n  Ang lo  Americans ,  although i n  some cases s u bj ects f rom var i o u s  
eth n ic  g roups have been i nc l uded a s  part o f  t h e  research sample .4 I n  
t h e  afo rement ioned research  i t  has genera l ly been assumed that the 
eth n i c  g roup  i n  q uest ion ho lds s imi lar  percept ions about female abuse 
as do Ang lo Amer icans.  In  other words ,  i n  these stud ies a concept ion of 
eth n i c  cu ltu re is he ld  which suggests that the h ie ra rchy of val ues fo r the 
eva luat ion of domest ic abuse is rough ly equa l  desp ite eth n ic d iffe rences. 
Res u lt i ng  from th is reason i ng ,  students of domestic abuse have generally 
overlooked the possibi l ity of cultural differences in  perceptions of domest ic 
abuse. This research attempts to add ress th is f law by p resent ing  data 
contrast i ng  the percept ions of domestic abuse among Mexican American 
and Anglo American women. More specif ical ly, the pr imary focus of th is  
researc h  is  on  the i nterp lay of  cu ltu re and the def i n it ion  of  domest ic  
abuse .  
The  research of Ram i rez ,s Ram i rez and  Castaneda , 6 and 
M art i nez? shows that i t  i s  poss ib le  to d iffe rent iate between  M exican 
Amer icans and Ang lo  Ame ricans i n  terms of mean i ngs ass i gned to cu l ­
t u ra l l y  sens it ive issues such as social  re lat ionsh i ps between males and 
females ,  and the maternal and pate rnal fami ly ro les .  In  genera l ,  these 
wr i ters have suggested that i n  contrast to Ang lo  Americans ,  Mexican 
Americans a re more l i ke ly to ho ld patr iarcha l  rather  than ega l i tar ian  
att i t udes  reg a rd i n g  the  i n st i tu t ion  of t he  fam i ly. O n  the othe r  hand , 
Hosch8 has argued that wh i le  some Mexican Ame ricans  are patr iarcha l  
i n  the i r  o rientat ion to fami ly  l ife, egal itarian not ions of  sex ro les a re q u ickly 
emerg i n g  in p ract ice,  part icu lar ly for fam i l ies that are aff l uent and/o r l ive 
farther  from the U n ited States-Mexican bo rder. 
I nterv iews fo r th i s  study we re cond ucted wi th  f ifty M e x i c a n  
A m e r i c a n  a n d  A n g l o  A m e r i c a n  women l iv i ng  i n  she lters fo r batte red 
women in Texas in 1 986.  T h e  f i n d i n g s  of t h i s  re s e a rc h  s u p p o rt t h e  
p o s i t i o n  t h at eva l u at i o n  o f  s p o u s a l  a b u s e  i n v o l v e s  a d ia lect ical 
re lat i onsh ip  between a system of object if ied mean ings  and the g roup  
(or c u lt u re) as  a c reat ive u n it ,  bo th  reaff i r m i n g  and  cha n g i n g  those 
mean i n g s .  Because the n umber of respondents i n  this study is re latively 
smal l ,  readers are advised to treat th is research as exp loratory and there­
fore tentative. Unt i l  add it ional stud ies on percept ions of domestic abuse 
are undertaken i nvolv ing larger samples, one needs to p roceed caut ious ly 
when attempt i ng  to general ize the f i nd ings  of th is paper. 
Two theoret ica l  v iews conce r n i n g  percept ions  that Mex ican 
Americans may ho ld  of domestic abuse are d iscussed be low. The f i rst 
v iew suggests that Mexican American women fo l low a p l u ra l ist model 
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and the refore d i ffer s i gn if icant ly i n  the i r  percept ions of domest ic abuse 
from Anglo American women .  The second pos i t ion ho lds that Mexican 
American women ove r the years have become ass i m i l ated i nto  t he  
American mai nstream and conseq uently share attitudes toward domestic 
abuse s imi lar to those of Ang lo  Ame rican women .  
The  p l u ra l i st mode l  ho lds that Ang lo  Ame rican and Mexican 
American women's perceptions of domest ic abuse are d iffe rent .  This 
perspective rece ives s u p p o rt f r o m  t h e  o b s e rvat i o n  t h at M ex i c a n  
A m e r i cans  a re t h e  m o s t  s uccessf u l  o f  a l l  e th n i c  g ro u ps i n  the Un ited 
States in mai ntai n i n g  the i r  cu l tu ra l  he r itage by res i st i n g  p ress u re to 
ass i m i l ate i nto the  Ame r ican ma inst ream.9 Stevens  1 0 has po i nted out 
that Mexican Americans are the except ions to the pattern of ethn ic g roups 
acqu i r i ng  a prefe rence for Eng l i sh  over the ancestral language with each 
s ucceed ing  generat ion . Moore and Pachon 1 1  note that wh i l e  Mexican 
Americans have l ived i n  the U n ited States longer than othe r eth n ic g roups, 
the Spanish language is  used by them to a g reate r extent than al l  other  
non-Eng l i sh  languages comb ined .  But  other  research poi nts out that 
among nat ive born Mexican Americans lang uage use and prefe rence 
s h ifts from Span ish  to Eng l i sh  by the second generat i on . 1 2 Desp ite th is ,  
the percentages of  Mexican Ame rican ch i l d ren today who learn Span ish 
as the i r  f i rst language and of househo lds us ing Span ish  as the p refe rred 
ton g ue remain h i gh  in contrast to other  ethn ic  g roups .  Because Mexican 
Americans are concentrated near the Mexican and Un ited States borders,  
Spanish speaking and Spanish c u l t u re a re i n  p a rt re i n f o rc e d  by t h e  
c o n t i n u ed  i n f l u x  of  n e w  i m m i g  ra n t s .  I n a d d i t i o n ,  over the generations 
Mexican Americans have acqu i red economic power to susta in  their speaking 
of Spanish and the Mexican cu l tu re th rough  special ized radio and television 
programs, newspapers, and other forms of the mass med ia .  For example ,  
today one-half of  a l l  fore ign  language rad io b roadcasts i n  the U n ited 
States are conducted in Span ish . Acco rd i n g  to Moore and Pachon , 1 3 
between 1 970 and 1 980 Span ish rad io  stat ions i n  the U n ited States 
i nc reased from s ixty to two hund red .  Many commerc ia l  advert isers know 
that the Mexican American market is potent ia l ly  a p rof itable one wh ich 
must be approached and cu lt ivated f i rst on  the cu l tu ra l  leve l .  I n  general  
the n ,  on a broader  l eve l of ana lys is ,  M ex i c a n  A m e r i c a n s '  c o n t i n u e d  
p re f e r e n c e  f o r  t h e  S p a n i s h  l a n g u a g e  p rov i d e s  an i nd icat ion that 
they have been re l uctant to g ive up  the i r  Mexican he ritage .  
Some researchers have conc luded that anothe r  area i n  wh ich  
M exican Ame ricans have res isted jo i n i ng  the Ame rican ma instream is  
in  the i r  percept ion of  domestic abuse .  For examp le ,  i n  the l iteratu re ,  the 
Mexican American fami ly  has often been portrayed as trad it ional , re l i g ious ,  
and patr iarchal . Males (especial ly older males) are described as control l i n g  
the fami ly  somet imes i n  a v io lent and str ict manner, wh i l e  females are 
portrayed as subord i nate suffe re rs .  Such character izat ions of M exican 
Amer ican fami ly  l ife are att ri buted to  a c u l t u ra l  ca r ry -ove r f ro m  t h e  
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M ex i c a n  h e r i ta g e .  O p p e n h e i m e r 1 4 h a s  p ro v i d e d  s o m e  i n s i g h t i n to  
the  t re at m e n t  of  I n d i a n  wo m e n  i n  s o m e  M ex i c a n  v i l l a g e s .  T h o u g h  
h i s  o b s e rv at i o n s  d e a l  pr imari ly with I nd ian women i n  remote reg ions of 
Mexico, they are nevertheless important in he lp ing us understand why 
some some write rs bel ieve there is a general l i nk  between the status  of 
women i n  M exico and Mexican Ame ricans .  For example, in some reg ions 
of Mexico men are often seen chatl ing cheerful ly as  t h e y  wa l k  o n  t h e  ro a d ­
s i d e ,  w h i l e  t h e i r  w i v e s  w a l k  a t  l e ast t e n  yards beh ind them,  carry ing 
heavy loads with ch i ldren c l ing ing to the i r  clothes. I n t h e s e  v i  I l a g e s ,  m o st 
o f  t h e  m e n  w e a r  s a n d a l s  o r  s h oe s , b u t v i rt u a l l y  a l l  w o m e n  g o  
b a refo o t .  Aft e r  c o o k i n g  m e a l s  wo m e n  fee l i t  t h e i r  re s p o n s i b i l i t y  to  
s e rv e  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s  f i rs t ,  t hen  t h e i r  c h i l d re n ;  p r i o r  t o  e at i n g  w h at 
re ma ins .  D iscri m i nato ry t reatment agai nst women resu lts i n  the i r  l ower 
than averag e  ed ucat iona l  ach ievement and poo r healt h .  Accord i n g  to 
Oppenhe imer  more than f i fty-one percent of Mexico's I nd ian  women are 
i l l i terate compared with twenty-n i ne  percent of I nd ian  men , a n d  a s  a 
res u l t of t h e i r i n fe r i o r  s o c i a l  stat u s  I n d i a n  w o m e n  a re m o re l i ke l y  
to  s u ffe r f r o m  m a l n ut r i t i o n , d i se a s e ,  a n d  b i r t h  re l a t e d  d e at h s . 1 5 
S pe a k i n g  s p e c i f i c a l l y  of t h e  M e x i c a n  A m e r i c a n  wo m a n ,  
Ho rowitz 1 6 and Schaefe r 1 7 have exp la ined that among Mexican Amer i ­
can males,  there is  considerable pr ide in  maleness. Th is percept ion of 
v i ri l ity, of personal worth in one's own eyes is cal led machismo. Accord i ng  
to  Schaefer 1 8  machismo varies and is demonstrated d ifferently. For some 
i nd iv iduals it may entai l resort ing to weapons,  f ight ing ,  being i rres ist ib le to 
WOr.len ,  and/or beat ing women . 1 9 Other write rs have suggested that the 
domi nation of women is a valued att itude among Mex ican A m e ri can  m e n  
because t hey a re the  p rod ucts o f  a co l l ect iv is t  c u lt u re rat h e r  t h a n  a n  
i n d i v i d u a l i s t  o n e .  Acc o rd i n g  t o  Hosch20 a n d  H ofste d e , 2 1 M ex i c a n  
A m e r icans  are taught  t o  subord i nate the i r  persona l  goals to those o f  the 
g ro u p ,  and to def i ne  the self  i n  i n-group terms.  With i n  the i r  co l lect iv ist 
cu l tu re ,  Mexican Ame rican behavior  is  seen as reg u l a t e d  by s o c i a l  
h i e ra rc h i e s  a n d  h a r m o ny. M a l e s  g e n e ra l l y  a re  s u pe ro rd i n at e  to  
fe m a l e s ,  and with i n  the fami ly  t he  father  is the boss .  Both homogene ity 
of v iews and face-sav ing  are b e l i eved  by i n - g ro u p  m e m b e rs to b e  
s a l i e nt fo r m a i n ta i n i n g  g ro u p  n o rms a n d  s o c i a l  c o h es i o n .  I n - g ro u p  
m e m b e rs a re re q u i re d  to  con fo rm a n d  n o t  l e t  o u t - g ro u p  m e m b e rs 
be aware of d iffe rences o r  d isagreements. Peo p l e  a re f re e  to  th ink 
d ev i a n t  t h o u g h ts  as  l o n g  as t h ey b e h ave c o rrect l y. Pe rs o n s  i n  
c o l l ect i v i s t c u l t u res  show g reat concern  fo r the  e nt i re i n - g ro u p  a n d ,  
i n  t u r n ,  a re g reat ly  i nf l u e nced b y  the  g ro up-family integrity, obedience, 
and conformity a re va l u ed m o re t h a n  ac h i ev e m e n t ,  p l e as u re ,  a n d  
c o m p e t i t i o n . 22 
Horowitz 's23 descr ipt ion of  the ro le  behav ior  of M exican Ameri­
can males closely resembles Oppenhimer's obseNations of the Mexican male 
and supports the notion of the existence of a Mexican American col lectivist 
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culture. For example, she noted that Mexican American fathers tended to 
make fami l ia l  dec is ions ,  and were se rved with i n  the home by the i r  wives 
and daughters. I t was the fathers that determined whether or not ch i ld ren 
were to be pun ished , and if the women could wo rk outs ide the home. I f  a 
male came home late it was expected that the wife wou ld  have d i n ner  
p repared .  When c loth i n g  needs  occu rred ,  ma les  demanded that the  
women of  the  house take care o f  them.24 Young  women learn to  expect 
th is from men.  Whi le many women submit  read i ly to male wishes, others 
do so on ly re luctantly.25 
I nferr i ng f rom the p l u ra l i st perspect ive the n ,  one wou ld expect 
that because of the i r  cu l tu ra l  he ritage ,  Mexican American women d iffe r 
i n  the i r  percept ions of i nc idents of domestic abuse from Anglo American 
women ; i . e . ,  they may not perceive abuse of females in domestic situations 
as seriously as the latter. To some extent th is expectat ion rests on the not ion 
that Mexican American ass im i lation into the American mainstream has been 
considerably slower than for other  ethn ic  groups.  As a resu lt the p lu ra l ist 
perspective suggests that M ex i c a n  A m e r i c a n  c u l t u re h a s  no t  b e e n  
a p p re c i a b l y  c h a n g e d  t h ro u g h  soc i a l  co n tact w i t h  d o m i n a n ts . I n  
contrast, Ang lo American women fo r the most part a re seen a s  more 
l i ke ly  to be act ive part ic ipants i n  Ame rican ma inst ream cu l ture and its 
i nst i tut ions .  They are also v iewed as more l i ke ly  to have g reater wea lth , 
power, and prest ige ,  i n  add it ion to more a lte rnat ives outs ide an abus ive 
fam i l y  re lat ionsh i p  at the i r  d i sposal  than Mexican Ame rican women . 
Mo reover, the  p l u ra l i s t pe rspect i ve f u rt h e r  a s s u m e s  t h at b e c a u s e  
of t h e  r i se  o f  t h e  fem i n is t  movement  and  t he  i nc reas i n g  aware ness 
and  sens i t iv i ty of wo m e n ' s  i ssues i n  the  Un ited States, Ang lo  American 
women are more l i kely than Mexican American women to learn e a r l y  i n  
l i f e  no t  t o  t o l e rate a b u s i v e  t re at m e n t  f ro m  m a l e s .  S o m e  i n d i rect  
e m p i r i c a l  e v i dence o n  H ispan ics i n  general  supports th is  content ion .  
For  examp le ,  data from Bere nson e t  a l . 26 shows that the prevalence of 
reported domest ic abuse was th ree and o ne-hal f  t i mes h igher  among 
wh ite non-H ispan ic women than i t  was among H ispan ic women .  T h e i r  
s t u d y  a l s o  i l l u s t rated t h at r i s k  facto rs g e n e ra l l y  assoc i ated  w i t h  
domestic abuse (e . g . ,  being d i vorc e d , b e i n g  s e p a rated, b e i n g  
u n e m p l oyed , and a lcohol  o r  d rug  use by e i ther  partner) had n o  effect 
on amou nts of domest ic abuse of H ispan ic  women .  I ndeed , B e re nson  
et a l . 27 conc l uded  that a H i span i c  wo man 's  response to a n  a b u s ive 
s i t ua t ion  i s  l i ke ly  to be i nf l u e nced by her c u l t u re ,  and in part ic u l a r, 
H i s p a n i c  women may be more re l uctant to leave an abus ive partner  
than a re wh ite non-H ispan ic o r  B lack women .  
I n  contrast to the p l u ra l ist perspective , those ascri b i ng  to  the 
ass im i l at ion ist perspective argue  that as ethn ic  g roups cont i nue  to l ive 
together, there occu rs a p rogressive b le nd ing  of the smal le r  g roup  i nto 
the larger  one .  I n  t h i s  p rocess i nd i v i d u a l s  in the s m a l l e r  g ro u p  w i l l  
i n c reas i n g ly adopt t he  c u l t u re o f  t h e  l a rge r  g ro u p .  Hence ,  a s  m ino rity 
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g roups i nte ract over t ime ,  they are expected to make adjustments by 
becom ing  more l i ke domi nants .28 
Some write rs have suggested that to the extent that a mascu l i ne  
cu l ture pers ists among Mexican Americans, several factors are contr ibut­
ing to its demise.29 For example ,  Wi li iams30 expla ins that the portrayals  of 
machismo are inf lamed and heavi ly i nf luenced by p rej u d ice  and  ste reo­
typ ica l  d ef i n i t i ons  of Mex ican Ame r icans h e l d  by d o m i nants .  I nd e e d ,  
h e r  s t u d y  demonst rated t h at t he  powe r of M ex ican Ame r ican ma les  
i n  t he  fam i l y  has dec l i ned  s i g n i f icant ly  ove r  the  years ,  a n d  t h at i t  
never  was as g reat as t he  i dea  of machismo s u g gests . She sees the 
dec l i n e  i n  machismo as a res u l t  of responses to socio log ical  p rocesses 
such as i ndustria l izat ion ,  u rbanizat ion , and bureaucratization which operate 
on both the societal and g lobal levels. In add ition, s h e  n o t e s  t h at t h e s e  
p ro c e s s e s  n o t  o n l y  h ave i n f l u e nced t h e  cha racter is t ics  o f  M ex ican  
Ame r ican fam i l i es but  Ang lo  Ame r ican fam i l i es as we l l .  
Othe r writers have suggested that the fem in ist movement i n  the 
U n ited States has funct ioned to change the way men and women both 
re late and respond toward one anothe r. Fo r example ,  Keefe and Pad i l la3 1  
exp la in  that today Mexican Amer icans,  l i ke the i r  Ang lo  American counter­
parts, a re h igh ly u rban ized and therefore more l i ke ly to be exposed to 
more cosmopol itan i nf luences q u icken ing the pace of the i r  ass im i lat ion 
i nto the American mainstream.  Othe r processes such as marital ass i m i la­
t ion , u rbanization ,  upward mobi l ity, and accul turation have been ident if ied 
as function ing  to br ing about rapid ass im i lat ion of Mexican Americans.32 I n  
other words ,  those ascrib ing  t o  the ass i m i lat i o n i st p e rspect ive stress 
that M ex ican Amer icans are an  accu l tu rated g roup-o r at  l east q u ick ly  
bec o m i n g  o n e-a n d  t h e refo re d o  no t  d i ffe r s i g n i f i c a n t l y  in  t e r m s  
o f  b e h av i o r, att i t u d e s ,  a n d  p e rcep t i o n s  f ro m  A n g l o  A m e r i ca n s .  
S o m e  e m p i r i c a l  e v i d e n c e  o n  t h e  fa m i l y w h i c h  e x i s ts  s u p p o rts  t h i s  
pos i t i o n .  Fo r exa m p l e ,  severa l studies compar i n g  Ang lo  Ame r icans 
and Mexican Americans have found that there are no significant d ifferences in  
fami ly l ife between the groups. The variations that d id occur were found to be of 
degree rather than kind.33 Zinn's34 research demonstrates that as Mexican 
American fami l ies ach ieve social mobi l ity and move beyond the confi nes 
of the ethn ic commun ity, they develop egal itarian or ientations.  In summary, 
then ,  because of the operat ion of social p rocesses , some bel ieve that the 
Mexican American fam i ly d isplays the same values as the Ang lo American 
fam i ly. The ass im i lat ion ist v iew the n ,  leads one to expect that there are 
few, if any d iffe rences between Mexican Ame rican and Ang lo Ame rican 
women in te rms of percept ion of domest ic abuse.  
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Data 
The data reported i n  th is  paper were co l lected i n  1 986 i n  the state of 
Texas. The respondents i n  the study were women (seventy percent of 
them married) who l ived in shelters for battered women . A l l  respondents 
were e ighteen years of age or o lder and had been phys ical ly abused at 
least two times dur ing the i r  re lat ionsh ip .  To be i nc luded as Anglo American 
the respondents had to have been wh ite , born in the U n ited States, and 
personal ly  ident if ied themselves as Ang lo Americans .  Pe rsons who were 
cons idered as Mexican American had to h ave been born i n  the U n ited 
States or Mexico, personal ly ident if ied themse lves as Mexican Americans, 
and able to t race thei r Mexican ancestry. In a l l  the sample consisted of f ifty 
respondents ( i .e . , twenty-f ive Ang lo  American and twenty-five Mexican 
American) .  Table 1 (on page 1 32) i l l ustrates the demographic features of 
t h e  A n g l o  A m e r i c a n  a n d  M ex ica n A m e r i c a n  g ro u p s .  Both groups 
were compared along the l ines of age, social c lass , educat ional leve l ,  occu­
pation ,  rel ig ion ,  re lationsh ip status ,  and length of re lat ionsh ip .  
Data were co l l ected t h rough  face-to-face in te rv i ews wi th a l l  
res p o n d e n t s .  T h e  i n te rv iew was a n  att e m pt t o  asce rta i n  t h e  d e g ree 
of ser iousness of abus ive acts . Respo n d e nts were s h own a l i s t  of  
twenty-one acts normal ly  regarded as abus ive,35 and were asked to 
determ ine  whether  o r  not these i tems const i tuted abuse .  Next , us ing 
th i s  l ist the i nterv iewer asked respondents to dete rm ine  the degree of 
ser iousness of each act, if i t  were to be com mitted against them one t ime.  
Lastly, respondents were asked to determine the degree of seriousness of 
items on the l i st if they were to be committed agai nst them on a regu lar  
bas is .  Respondents rated the ser iousness of each i tem us ing  a L ike rt 
type scale ,  with f ive categor ies of responses ( i . e . , 1 .  Ve ry Ser ious ;  2 .  
Se r i ous ;  3 .  N o  O p i n i o n ;  4 .  Not  S e r i o u s ;  5 .  Def i n i te ly  Not  Ser ious) . I n  
o u r  Tab le  p rese ntat i ons  we co l l apsed  t h e  cate gor ies  Ve ry Ser ious  
and  Ser ious  i nto one  and  d i s rega rded  t h e  oth e r  categor ies .  I n  oth e r  
wo rd s ,  o n ly those res ponde nts w h o  c o n s i d e red a n  act t o  b e  ser ious  
o r  very ser ious  are i nc l uded i n  the ana lys i s .  
For the purpose of presentation w e  have divided the twenty-one 
i tems i nto two categories ( i . e . ,  acts wh ich may resu l t  i n  physical harm and 
those which for the most part resu l t  i n  emotional stress) .  Those acts which 
may resu lt i n  physical harm i ncluded the woman being pushed (or shoved 
or g rabbed) ,  th reatened with a knife or and/or g u n ,  hav ing a kn ife and/or 
g u n  used against her, being slapped , havi ng  objects th rown at her, be ing 
b i tten ,  be ing hit wi th a f ist ,  be ing choked , be ing beaten with an object, 
having  her ha i r  pu l led , be ing bu rned with a c igarette , and being raped .  
Those acts wh ich co u l d  res u lt in  e moti o n a l  stress i nc l uded the  ma le 's 
v e rb a l  abuse  (and/o r verba l  t h reats) , psyc h o l o g i ca l  abuse ,  not  p ro ­
v i d i n g  food and  s h e lte r, w it h d rawal of affect i o n ,  i g n o r i n g  the  fe ma le ,  
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Table 1 
Demographics of Battered Women Sample 
Age 
18-30 
31-40 
41-50 
51+ 
Social Class 
Middle 
Lower 
Educational Level 
Advanced Degree 
Col lege Degree 
Some Co l l ege 
High S c h o o l  
Anglo American 
(N=2S) 
Percentage 
72 
12 
12 
4 
20 
80 
4 
8 
36 
32 
Less Than High School 20 
Occupation 
M a n ag e m e nt 4 
Clerical 32 
S ki l l e d  12 
U nski l l e d  20 
Housewife/ U n e m p l oyed 32 
Religion 
Catholic 16 
P rotestant 68 
Other  8 
None 8 
Relationship Status 
M arried 80 
Cohabitati ng 20 
Div o rc e d  0 
Sepa rated 0 
Length of Relationship 
1-2 Years 36 
3-6 Years 48 
7-15 Years 12 
Over 20 Years 4 
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Mexican American 
(N=2S) 
Percentage 
72 
12 
12 
4 
20 
80 
4 
0 
12 
20 
64 
12 
8 
8 
20 
52 
64 
28 
8 
0 
60 
28 
4 
8 
12 
32 
48 
8 
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p rov i d i n g  n o  emot iona l  s u pport ,  ref u s i n g  to co m m u n icate , and con­
strai n i n g  the woman agai nst her  wi l l .  
W e  tested the  data fo r s i g n if i cance o n  t h e  d i ffe re nce between  
p roport i ons  f rom i ndependen t  samp les  to dete r m i n e  whether  o r  not 
A n g l o  Ame r icans and M ex ican Ame r icans d iffe red in t h e i r  pe rcep­
t ion  of th ose acts  wh ich  const i tu ted abuse .  I n  o rd e r  to j u st i fy u s i n g  
the  test fo r d i ffe re nces betwee n  proport i o n s ,  w e  ass u m e  that e a c h  of 
the obseNations are i ndependent and that the samples are i ndependent. 
I t  is f u rth e r  ass u m ed that the samp les  a re s i m p l e  ran d o m  samp les  of 
the popu lat ion .  The assumption that the nu l l  hypothesis is true serves as a 
rat ionale for gett ing a pooled estimate of the popu lat ion proport ion and 
us ing it to compute the standard error.36 
Findings 
The data in Tab le 2 (on page 1 34) show that i n  genera l  both Ang lo  
American and Mexican Ame rican women regarded acts that cou ld re­
s u lt i n  phys ical  harm as abusive behavior. However Ang lo  Americans,  i n  
contrast t o  Mexican Americans ,  were s i gn if icant ly more l i ke ly t o  per­
ceive punch i n g ,  s lapp i n g ,  t h rowi n g  objects , and p u l l i n g  ha i r as abusive.  
With res pect to acts wh ich  may res u l t  in emot iona l  s t ress , Mex ican 
Ame r icans we re s i g n if icant ly  l ess l i ke ly  to ag ree wi th  the i r Ang lo  coun­
terparts that t he  fa i l u re to provide and const ra i nt agai nst one 's  w i l l  were 
forms of abuse.  
Tab le 3 (on page 1 35) shows the resu lts fo r perce ived abuse if an 
act  is  committed one t ime .  Ang lo  Amer icans we re more l i ke ly than Mex i ­
can Ame ricans to be l ieve that punch i n g ,  th reaten i n g  with a kn ife , s lap­
p i n g ,  t h rowi n g  objects , b i t i n g ,  beat i ng  with an  object and/o r f ist ,  p u l l i n g  
ha i r, and bu rn i ng  with a c igarette we re abus ive behaviors .  With respect 
to those acts which may resu lt in emotional  stress there ex isted no s i gn if i ­
cant d iffe rence between the two g roups .  
Lastly, respondents were asked about the i r  percept ions o f  the  items 
on the l ists if these were to be committed against them on a regu lar basis .  
Table 4 (page 136) shows that unlike Anglo Americans, Mexican Ameri­
cans were significantly less l ikely to perceive behaviors which could resu lt i n  
physical harm a s  abus ive. Mexican Americans p roved stat i s t i ca l l y  d i ffe r­
e nt f ro m  t h e i r  A n g l o  cou nterpa rts w i th  respect to e leven out of the th i r­
teen items l i sted i n  e category of phys ical harm. The g roups also d iffered 
s ign if icantly with respect to those behaviors which cou ld reseu lt in emo­
t ional  stress. For example,  a h igher  percentage of Ang lo Americans than 
Mexican Americans reported that psycholog ical abuse , fai l u re to provide,  
showing no e mot iona l  s u ppor t ,  and const ra i n t  aga i nst  o n e 's w i l l  a re 
acts of a b u s ive behav io r  if comm itted over  t i m e  o n  a reg ula r basis . 
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Table 2 
Perceptions of Acts Constituting Abuse by Ethnicity 
Anglo Mexican Standard 
Americans % Am!;lricans % Error Z Significance 
Acts Resulting in Ph},sical Harm 
Pushing 92 80 .097 1 .23 . 1 09 
Punching 1 00 88 .066 2.00 .022' 
Threatening with Knife 1 00  96 .039 1 .02 . 1 53 
Use o f  Knife o r  Gun 1 00 96 .039 1 .02 . 1 53 
Slapping 96 80 .09 1 1 . 75 .040' 
Throwing Objects 96 80 .09 1 1 .75 .040' 
Biling 1 00 80 .084 .24 .409' 
Hitting with Fist 1 00 96 .039 1 .02 . 1 53 
Choking 1 00 1 00 .000 0.00  .500  
Beating with Objecls 1 00 96 .039 1 .02 . 1 53 
Pulling Hair 1 00  84 .076 2. 1 0 . 0 1 7' 
Burning with Cigarette 1 00 92 .055 1 .45 .073 
Rape 1 00 96 .039 1 .02 . 1 53 
Acts Resulting in Emotional Stress 
Verbal Abuse 96 88 .093 .86 . 1 9  
Mental Abuse 1 00 80 .084 -.24 .409 
Failure to Provide 96 56 . 1 20 3.33 .000' 
Withdrawal of Affection 72 56 . 1 35 1 . 1 8  . 1 1 9 
Ignoring Spouse 64 44 . 1 40 1 .42 .077 
No Emotional Support 76 64 . 1 29 .93 . 1 76 
Refusing to Communicate 64 48 . 1 40 . 1 4 .127 
Constraint Against Will 1 00 64 . 1 08 3.33 .000' 
, 
= p<.05 
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Table 3 
Perception of Acts Constituting Abuse 
if Committed One Time 
Anglo Mexican 
Americans % Americans % 
Acts Resulting in Physical Harm 
Pushing 48 64 
Punching 96 80 
Threatening with Knif 1 00 88  
Use o f  Knife or Gun 1 00 92 
Slapping 88  60 
Throwing Objects 88 68  
Biting 84 76 
Hitting with Fist 96 80 
Choking 96 92 
Beating with Objects 96 80 
Pulling Hair 88  72 
Burning with Cigarette 96 72 
Rape 88  80 
Acts Resulting in Emotional Stress 
Verbal Abuse 60 76 
Mental Abuse 76 68  
Failure t o  Provide 76 60 
Withdrawal of Affection 60 52 
I gnoring Spouse 24 32 
N o  Emotional Support 36 44 
Refusing t o  Communicate 36 52 
Constraint Against Will 70 64 
* 
= P < .05 
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Standard 
Error 
. 1 40 
.090 
.060 
.050 
. 1 20 
.050 
.030 
.090 
.050 
.090 
.030 
. 1 00 
. 1 00 
. 1 30 
. 1 26 
. 1 30 
. 1 40 
. 1 30 
. 1 38 
. 1 40 
. 1 33 
z 
. 1 1  
1 . 77 
2.00 
1 .60 
2 .33 
4.00 
2.66 
1 .77 
. 80 
1 .77 
5 .33 
2.40 
.80 
1 .23 
.63 
1 .23 
.57 
.62 
.58 
1 . 1 4 
.46 
Significance 
. 1 27 
.038* 
.022* 
.054* 
.009* 
.000* 
.003 
.038* 
.2 1 1  
.038* 
.000* 
.008' 
.2 1 1  
. 1 09 
. 1 03 
. 1 09 
.284 
.270 
.284 
. 1 27 
.322 
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Table 4 
Perceptions of Acts Constituting Abuse 
if Committed on a Regular Basis 
Anglo Mexican Standard 
Americans % Americans % Error Z Significance 
Acts Resulting in Physical Harm 
Pushing 96 76 .098 .22 .0 1 7* 
Punching 100 84 .076 2. 1 0 .0 1 7* 
Threatening with Knife 1 00 84 .076 2. 1 0 .0 1 7* 
Use of Knife or Gun 1 00 84 .076 2. 1 0 .0 1 7* 
Slapping 1 00 68 . 1 03 3. 1 0 .00 1 * 
Throwing Objects 1 00  64 . 1 08 2.96 .00 1 * 
Biting 1 00 76 . 1 29 1 .86 .03 1 * 
Hitting with Fist 1 00  80 .080 2.50 .006* 
Choking 1 00 96 .039 1 .02 . 1 53 
Beating with Oblects 1 00 80 .080 2.50 .006* 
Pulling Hair 96 76 .098 2.04 .020* 
Burning with Cigarette 1 00 80 .080 2.50 .006 
Rape 88 80 . 1 29 . 1 2  . 1 09 
Acts Resulting in Emotional Stress 
Verbal Abuse 96 88 .076 . 1 0 . 1 46 
Vental Abuse 1 00 84 .076 2. 1 0 .0 1 7* 
Failure to Provide 1 00 72 .098 2.85 .006* 
Withdrawal of Affection 76 80 . 1 1 7 0.34 .3666 
Ignoring Spouse 76 64 .072 1 .66 .048 
No Emotional Support 84 64 . 1 24 1 .6 1 .053* 
Refusing to Communicate 76 64 .072 1 .66 .048* 
Constraint Against Will 96 80 .09 1 1 .75 .040* 
* 
= P < .05 
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Conclusions 
This paper has explored percept ions of domestic abuse of Mexican 
Ame rican and Ang lo American women .  In t h i s  work  we a rg ued that 
h u ma n s ,  u n l i ke oth e r  a n i ma l s ,  are not bom with complex innate behavior 
patterns that enhance their survival in society. It is only because of cu l ture that 
h u mans  h ave the  u n i q u e  a b i l i ty to se l ect ,  i nte rp ret and  fo rm d i ffe rent 
mean ings of stimu l i .  Each person learns through cu ltu re how to adapt to 
the env i ron ment .  T h e s e  l e a r n e d  ways of act i n g  a l ways i n vo l ve a 
" d ef i n i t i o n  of t h e  s i t uat i o n , "  wh i ch  s u g gests t hat s t i m u l i  conf ro nt i n g  
a p e rs o n  have no f ixed q ual ity and/o r  mean i n g ,  a n d  that se l f-aware 
cond uct enta i l s  pr ior  i nte rp retat ion  and de l iberation  by the i nd iv idua l  
us ing cu l tu ra l  def i n it ions .  
I n  th is  research  we wanted to exp l o re whet h e r  o r  n ot M ex ican 
A m e r ican women f i t  a p lu ral ist or  an ass im i lat ion ist mode l  w i th  respect to 
how they perceived domestic abuse. I n  genera l  the data in t h i s  pape r 
s u g gest that fo r Mexican American women,  t h e  k i n d  of c u l t u ra l  ass i m i ­
l a t i o n  expected b y  Park and Al lport37 appears not t o  have occu rred , at 
least with respect to the i r  percept ions of domestic abuse. For example, 
our research demonstrates that Mexican American women are def i n i ng  
abuse  i n  a more general  way-one wh ich may be cons istent w i th  the i r 
cu ltu ra l  ethos but i nconsistent with the norms of the American mainstream. 
I f  the data presented in this paper are truly ind icat ive of the fee l i ngs of 
Mexican American women ,  then the i r apparent acceptance of abuse 
may be p lac i ng  them in dangerous s i tuat ions-ones that many Ang lo  
Ame rican women wou ld f i nd  object ionab le .  However, readers should 
keep i n  m ind that because the sample used i n  th is research was re lat ive ly 
smal l  the f ind ings of this paper shou ld not be cons idered as def in itive . 
Nor  do the f ind ings of th is paper a l low us to genera l ize to larger popula­
t ions o r  to contro l  for other socia l-economic variables to determine what 
i nf luence these may have on percept ions of domestic abuse. Desp ite th is  
however, th is  study has i mportant exp lorato ry imp l icat ions fo r scho lars ,  
s i nce i t  p rovides a start i ng  po int  for the i nvest igat ion  of spousal  abuse 
among people that are rac ia l ly and eth n ica l ly  d i st i nct .  
In these writers '  v iew, the comparative d i fference between Mexican 
American and Ang lo American women in the i r  percept ions of domestic 
abuse is best exp la ined by the p lu ra l ist mode l .  As we have al ready noted , 
Mexican Americans have been more successfu l  than other  ethn ic g roups 
i n  maintain i ng the i r  d ist inct ive he ritage .  Th is heritage inc l udes a co l lectivist 
cu l ture in which one is expected to show g reat concern for the ent i re eth n ic 
g roup .  In  a co l lectivist cu lture males have a h i g h e r  soc ia l  status  than  
fema les ,  i n d i v i dua l s  a re expected to confo rm to t rad i t i o n ,  a n d  fam i l y  
i nteg r ity, obed ience, and conform ity are val ued more than ach ievement, 
p leasu re ,  and competit ion .  In contrast, i nd iv idual ist cu l tures, i n  which most 
Ang lo  American women have been socia l ized , are not l i ke ly to see a sharp 
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contrast between i n-groups and out-groups. I n  th is situation ,  ind iv idual  goals 
tend to take precedence over g roup  goals, and behavior  is regu lated by 
the i nd iv idual 's l i kes and d is l i kes and by cost/benefit analys is .  The contrast 
between col lectivist and ind iv idual ist cu l tures suggests that in the former, 
percept ions of domestic abuse are more l i kely to be tolerant, because 
these are i nf l uenced by g roup norms and conformi ty. However, i n  the 
latte r percept ions of domestic abuse are less to lerant because they are 
dete rm i ned by one 's sense of personal  i ndependence fro m  the g ro u p  
a n d  personal  ach ievements.  
The d i ffe rences fou n d  between Ang lo  Ame r icans and M ex ican 
Americans i n  th is  s tudy may ref lect socia l  economic status rather  than  
cu lt u re .  For  example ,  wh i l e  both samples were s im i la r  to one  anothe r  
with respect t o  age and socia l  c lass,  Mexican Americans were more 
l i ke ly  to be less educated , unemployed , and Catho l i c-facto rs wh ich  
are known to affect one 's  percept ions and att i tudes toward abuse.38 I n  
othe r  words ,  people i n  these catego r ies,  i rrespect ive of race o r  eth n ic i ty, 
tend  to to lerate abuse to a g reate r degree than others not i n  those g roups .  
Thus it m ight be the case that Mexican American women are respond ing  
to abusive behavior i n  the same manner that women who are o f  a d ifferent 
e th n i c i ty but the same eco n o m i c  status  respond  to t h i s  p h e n o me n o n .  
I n d e e d , i t  m a y  b e  t h at s u c h  v a r i a b l e s  as e d u c at i o n ,  re l i g i o n ,  a n d  
e m p l o y m e n t  s tat u s  p l ay a n  eve n g reate r ro l e  t h a n  e t h n i c i t y  i n  
d et e rm i n i n g  h ow a n  i n d iv i d u a l ' s  p e rc e pt i o n  o f  d o m e s t i c  a b u s e  of  
w o m e n  i s  s h a p e d .  U s i n g  t h i s  v iew t h e n , one m i g h t e x p e ct that  a s  
Mexican American women attai n  h igher  levels o f  occupat ion ,  educat ion ,  
and i ncome they wi l l  become less tolerant of  domestic abuse. 
Aga i n  we n ote t hat t h i s  study  i s  exp l o rato ry and t h u s  l i m i ts o u r  
a b i l i ty t o  g e n e ra l i ze t o  la rger  popu lat i o n s .  One l im itat ion i s  the smal l  
s ize of the sample ;  another was that i n  th is  study on ly women provided the 
i nformat ion about abuse.  I ndeed , i t wou ld have been better if both sexes 
cou ld  have been heard from on this matter. Last ly, we propose seve ra l 
quest ions for futu re research .  How do the att i tudes towa rd domest ic 
abuse of i n d iv idua ls  that have not expe rienced i t  compare to those that 
have been batte red?  What are the attitudes about hosti l ity toward women ,  
a n d  t h e  characteristics a n d  t h e  percept ions o f  the causes a n d  leg it imacy 
of v io lence, of Anglo American men compared to Mexican American men 
and other m inority groups of  both sexes? Lastly, what are the imp l icat ions 
fo r  domest ic  abuse wo rke rs wi th  respect to c u lt u ra l  var iat i o n s  a m o n g  
eth n ic g ro u p s ,  reg a rd i ng i nte rve n t ion  i n  d omest ic  a b u s e  s ituat io n s ?  
1 3 8 
EvalZS and Torres - Perceptions of Domestic Abuse 
NOTES 
1 Wi l l iam Isaac Thomas , The Unadjusted Girl (Boston : Litt le , Brown ,  
and Co . ,  1 931 ) , 4 1 -50. 
2 Thomas ,  48-50 ; H e rb e rt B lumer, Symbolic Interactionism: Perspec­
tive and Method (Englewood C l i ffs ,  NJ: P re nt ice- H a l l ,  1 956) ,  683-690; 
Erv i ng Goffman , The Presentation of Self in Everyday Life (New York: 
Doub leday, 1 959) , 1 23-42 . 
3 R. Emerson Dobash and Russell Dobash ,  Violence Against Wives: A Case 
Against the Patriarchy (New York: F ree Press, 1 979) ; Murray Arnold Strauss et 
aI . ,  Behind Closed Doors (New York: Anchor Books); Lenore F. Walker, The 
Battered Woman Syndrome (New York: Springer Publ ishing, 1 984) . 
4 Richard J. Gel les ,  The Violent Home: A Study of Physical Aggression 
Between Husbands And Wives (Beverly H i l ls :  Sage Pub l icat ions,  1 972) ; 
Wi l l iam A. Stacey, The Family Secret: Domestic Violence in America (Bos­
ton :  Beacon Press, 1 983); Straus et al . ;  R ichard Teske and Mary Parker, 
Spouse Abuse in Texas: A Study of Women's Attitudes and Experiences 
(Texas, C rim inal Justice Center Pub l icat ion No .  82-T-0003, 1 982) . 
5 M .  Ram i rez I I I ,  Psychology of the Americas (New York: Pergamon 
P ress, 1 983) . 
6 M .  Ram i rez I I I  and A .  Castaneda ,  Cultural Democracy, Bicognitive 
Development and Education (New York:  Academic  P ress , 1 974) . 
7 J. L. Mart inez, Jr. ,  "Cross-cu ltu ral Comparison of Ch icanos and Anglos 
on  the Semantic Different ia l :  Some I mpl icat ions for Psychology, " i n  Chicano 
Psychology (1 st ed . ) ,  ed . ,  J. L .Mart inez, Jr. (New York: Academic Press, 
1 977) . 
8 Harmon M. Hosch, G loria J. Chanez, Robert K. Bothwel l, and Henry A .  
M u noz, "A Comparison o f  Ang lo-American and Mexican-American Ju ror's 
Judgements of Mothers Who Fa i l  to P rotect The i r  Ch i l d ren  f rom Abuse , "  
Journal of Applied Social Psychology 2 1 , 2 0  ( 1 991 ) :  1 68 1 -98 .  
9 Helen P. Hazuda, M ichael P. Stern , and Steven M .  Haffner, "Acculturation and 
Assimi lation Among Mexican Americans: Scales and Population-Based Data," 
Social Science Quarterly69 (September 1 988) :  687-706. 
1 0G i li ian  Stevens ,  "The Soc ia l  and  Demograph ic  Context of Language 
Use in the U n ited States , "  American Sociological Review 57 (Apr i l  1 992) :  
1 7 1 -85 .  
1 3 9 
Explorations in Ethnic Studies Vol. 17, No. 2 
1 1 Joan W. Moore and Harry Pachon ,  Hispanics in the United States 
(Eng lewood C l iffs , NJ :  P rent ice-Ha l l ,  1985), 119-20. 
1 2Susan E .  Keefe and Amado M. Pad i l la ,  Chicano Ethnicity (Albuquerque :  
U n ivers ity o f  New Mexico P ress, 1987), 190. 
1 3Moore and Pachon ,  122. 
1 4Andres Oppenhe imer, "The Harsh Life of Ch iapas Women , "  The Miami 
Herald (28 March 1994): 10A. 
1 50ppenhe imer, 1 0A.  
1 6R uth Horowitz , " Pass ion ,  Submission and Motherhood : The Negot iat ion 
of  Identity by U nmarried I nnercity Chicanas , "  Sociological Quarterly 22 
(1981): 241-52. 
1 7R ichard T. Schaefe r, Racial and Ethnic Groups (G lenview, CA:  St .  
Mart in ' s  P ress,  1988): 314-15. 
1 8Schaefe r, 302-14. 
19Schaefe r, 314. 
20Hosch , 1 68 1 . 
2 1 G .  Hofstede ,  Culture's Consequences (Beverly H i l l s :  Sage ,  1980). 
22Hosch ,  1682. 
23Horowitz , 241-52. 
24Horowitz, 245. 
25Horowitz , 244. 
26Abbey B .  Bere n s o n ,  N o rma J .  St i g l ic h ,  G regg  S .  W i l l k i n s o n ,  and 
G ar land  D .  A n d e rso n ,  "D rug Abuse and Other R isk Factors for  Physical 
Abuse in P regnancy among Wh ite Non-H ispanic,  B lack and H ispan ic  
Wo m e n , "  American Journal o f  Obstetrics and Gynecology 164, 6 
(1991): 1491-99. 
27Berenson et a I . ,  1494. 
140 
Evans and Torres - Perceptions of Domestic Abuse 
28Robert E .  Park,  "The Concept of Socia l  D istance , "  Journal of Applied 
Sociology 8 (Ju ly-August 1924): 339-44; Gordon  A l l po rt ,  The Nature of 
Prejudice (G arden C ity, NY: Doubleday, 1958), 87-92. 
29Dav id  A lv i rez and  Fra n k  Bea n ,  "The M ex ican  A m e r ican Fam i ly, "  i n  
Ethnic Families i n  America: Patterns and Variations, eds .  C .  M i nde l  
a n d  R .  W .  H a b e nste i n  ( N ew Yo r k :  E l sev i e r, 1976), 277-78; J o h n  
B u r m a ,  Mexican Americans in  the United States ( N ew Yo r k :  
Sche n kma n ,  1 970) , 23-24; H oward S .  E r l a n g e r  a n d  Fred Pe rs i l y, 
" Est rangement ,  M a c h i s m o, and  G a n g  V io l ence "  ( Madison,  Wisconsin ,  
u n p u b l i shed  d i sc u s s i o n  paper, U n ivers i ty of W isco n s i n  I n st i tute fo r 
Research  o n  Pove rty, 1 976) ; A l f redo M i ra n d e ,  The Chicano Experience: 
An Alternative Perspective (South  Bend , I N :  U n ive rs i ty of N ot re Dame 
Press, 1 985) , 1 65-8 1 ; Wi l l iam A. Vega, et  ai , "Cohes ion and Adaptab i l i ty in  
M ex ican American  Fam i l ies , "  Journal of Marriage and Family 48 ( 1 986) : 
858.  
30Norma Wi l l iams,  The Mexican American Family: Tradition and Change 
(D ix  H i l ls ,  NY: General  H a l l ,  1990), 1 45 .  
31 Keefe and Pad i l la ,  1 44 .  
32Alejandro Portes a n d  Ruben G .  Rumbaut, Immigrant America: A Portrait 
(Berke ley: U n iversity of Cal i forn ia Press, 1990), 1 4 ; Alvi rez and Bean, 285; 
Edwa rd M u rg u i a  a n d  W. Parke r Fr i s b i e ,  "Tre nds  i n  M ex ican Amer i ­
can  I ntermarr i a g e :  Recent F i n d i n g s  i n  Pers pect ive , " Social Science 
Quarterly 58 (December 1977): 374-89; Mary Sherwood ,  "Str iv ing Toward 
Ass im i lation , "  Corpus Christi Times-Cal/er(29 December 1 988) : D 1 4- 1 6;  
Edward Murgu ia ,  Chicano Intermarriage (San Anton io, TX: Trin ity Un iversity 
Press, 1 982) , 5 ;  Assimilation, Colonialism and the Mexican American 
People (Lahman,  M D :  U n ivers ity Press of America, 1 989) ; Joan W. Moore 
and Harry Pachon ,  Hispanics in the United States ( E n g lewood , CA: 
P re nt ice-Hal l ,  1 985); Eve lyn P. Stevens ,  " M ach ismo and Mar ian ismo, " 
Society 1 0 (1973): 57-63. 
33Veg a ,  858 ;  Leo G re b l e r, Joan  W. M o o re ,  R a l p h  C .  G uzman , The 
Mexican American People: The Nation's Second Largest People (New 
Yo rk :  Free P ress ,  1970), 350-77; M i rande ,  1 65-8 1 ; Steven P. Wal lace , 
" M ac ro and M ic ro Issues i n  I ntergenerat iona l  Re lat ionsh ips  with i n  the 
Lat i no  Fam i l y  and Commun ity" (Paper p rese nted at the Annual  Meet i ng  
o f  the  Soc iety fo r the Study o f  Socia l  P rob lems,  San Anton io,  1 984) ; 
Steven P. Wal lace and E l isa L inda Fac io ,  " M ov ing  Beyond Fam i l i s m :  
Potent ia l  Contr ibut ions  o f  Geronto log ica l  Theory t o  Stud ies o f  C h icano/ 
Lat i no  Ag ing "  (Paper p resented at the Annua l  M eet i ng  of the Society fo r 
the Study of Socia l  Prob lems,  New York,  1 986) . 
1 4 1  
Explorations in Ethnic Studies Vol. 17, No. 2 
34M .  Baca Z i n n ,  "Emp loyment and Educat ion  of M exican-Ame r ican 
Wom e n :  The I nte rp lay of Modern ity and Eth n ic ity i n  E i ght Fami l i es , "  
Harvard Educational Review, 5 0  (1980): 47-62. 
35Tes ke and Parker. 
36H e rman  Loet h e r  and  Dona ld  McTav is h ,  Descriptive and Inferential 
Statistics: An Introduction (Boston :  A l lyn and Bacon ,  1976), 345-56. 
37Park ,  1924; Al lport .  
38Horowitz , 241-52. 
1 42 
